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OPERATIONS OF THE V.CORPS, FIRST US ARMY, DURING THE
BATTLE OF THE BULGE IN THE SECTOR FROM BUTGENBACH
NORTH TO ROTGEN, 13 DECEMBER 44 - 23 DECEMBER 44

(ARDENNES - ALSACE CAMPAIGN)
(Peraonal Experience of a Corps General Staff Officer)

ORTENTAT
INTRODUCTION (See Msp 4)

V Gorpe, US First Army, had arrived in BUPEN, BELGIUM (the-locale as
the narrative opena) after.a long eventful trip from the English shores.

€ June 1944 found V Corps, part of US First Army, landing on the now
femous OMAHA BEACH and fighting for its very existence agesinst umexpectedly
strong German resistance. It pushed into HORMANDY, through therhedgeruw
country end then took part in the great ST LO offensive. The Corps zone
of attack pinched out between TINCHEBRAY and MORTAIN, FRANCE, and then made
& great envelopment arcund the right flank of First Army and went into
action with its divisions and corps troops to seal the ARGENTAN - FALAISE
GAP.

Immedistely thereafter it continued pursuit of the enemy through
CHARTRES and then liberated the city of PARIS on 25 August 1944.

Pushing northward the Corps swept through the?f;mous World War I battle-
fields of COMPIEGNE, SOISSONS, and ST QUENTIN. Then the Corps changed
direction to the east, crossed the VII Corps zone and attacked eastward
through MEZIERES and SEDAN., On through LUXEMBOURG and BASTOGNE it moved
and became the first US unit of World War II to enter GERMANY and to break.
the SIEGFRIED LINE on the 11th of September 1944.

The purasuit phase now ground to a halt and during the following period,‘
the Corps troops were feadjusted, reorganized, and stebiligzed in their
sectors.

The end of November found the V Corps holding a new sector with the
VIII Corps taking over its old sacior. The V Corps new sector had its

right boundary passing just north of ST VITH and its left boundary,
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including the HURTGEN FOREST,. and with Corps Headquarters at EUPEN, BELGIUM.
Here it was preparing to resume the winter offensive on First Army order. (1)
ZEE GENERAL SITUATION

Twelfth Army Group consist;d of the First, Third, and Ninth Armies,'
disposed abreast, with the Ninth on the left, First in the center, and the
Third on the right, |

The Army missions were generally as follows:

1. Third Army wes to continue advancing on its front;

2., First Army, to meke the main effort in the center; and

3. Ninth Army to atteck and support First Army's attack and protect
First Army's left flank. (2) |

The First Army front generally parslleled thelSIEGFRiED LINE. This
Line had been penetrated in strength in only a few places,

One was in the AACHEN area and the other was in the WILFERDINGEN area
in iUIEMBUURG, plus a minor penetratlon in the MONSCHAU aree.

The terrein was generally unspitable for a large scale attack everywhere
on the First Army front except in the AACHEN area. (3)

First Army plenned for the VII Corps to make the Army main effort in
the AACHEN - DUREN sector to reach the west bank of the ROER RIVER; V Corps
to prepare an attack to seize the ROER and URFIT river dams on irmy order,
and to protect the right flank of YII Corps; VIII Corps to move forward
enough to protect the right flank of V Corps; VII Corps to cpntinne the
attack to the east on Army order after V Corps gecured the dams. (4)

The major obstacles to the attack plan were the ROER RIVER dams in
the V Corps sector. The necessity of securing or destroying ﬁhe RCER
dars was recognized in September. The tactical importesnce of the dams as

& major obstzcle of any advance to the north over the open ground end

(1) Personsl knowledge, A-2, pages 37-72, A=-3, pages 55-315
(?) Fersonal knowledge, A-l, page 67, 4-9, page 9

(3) Personal knowledge

(4) 4-1, page 88




plains was readily appa;ent to. a1l echelons,

There were four dems concerned, of which only two were of major im-
portance. These were the URFTTALSPERRE DAM, located on the ﬁRFTT RIVER
northwest of GEMUND, and the SCHWAMMENAUEL DAM, located on the ROER RIVER
directly west of HASENFELD. The comstruction of the dams was, respectively,
& concrete gravity arch 177 feet high and an eartﬁ-filled dam withlconcrete
core 180 feet high. .

| The Germans could, by raising the water gates, increase the width of‘
the ROER at DUREN by & quarter of a mile and increase the depﬁh of the
river by four to five feet. This flooded condition might exist as long
&s & week or more,

Fartial destruction of the SCHWAMMENAUEL DaM by the Germana wéuld,
caugse a rise of weter up to 25-30 feet st DUREN and would floqd the srea
for s width of a mile and one-helf, The speed of the current;would be
increased to 16 feet per second. L

Degtruction of the SCHWAMMENAUEL DAM‘followed by the desﬁquction of
the URFITALSPERRE DAM at a later date would make the ROER impassable for
a period of several weeks. o

It was, therefore, imperstive to cepture or destroy thesé dams before
US units crossed the ROER north of or in the vicinity of DUREN.

British and US Air Force bombers dumped over 2000 tons cf high OX=
plosive (including British 6-ton blqckbusters) on the dams wiﬁh 1ittle or
no effect because of their solid construction. o

Since air had failed, 1t was necessary for ground units #o seize or
destroy the dems. Accordingly, V Corps received an Army order on 6
December to attack not earlier than 13 December with the dams as the Corps

objectives. (5)

(5) Personsl knowledge, A-1, pages 95 and 96, A-3, page 329 .




The terrairn in front of V.Corps and around the dams was very favorable
to the defender. Observation of activities of US movements was excellent
on the German side.

Initially the Germen Seﬁenth.ﬂrmy with its LXXIV Corps was bélieved
to oppose V Corps. It was known that the Fifth Penzer Army and the Sixth
55 Panzer Army were in resefve behind Seventh Army west of the RHINE.

German units had demonstrated remarkable recuperative powera. Re-
placements, new equipment, training and shortened supply lines had restored
much of the combat effectivensss to the badly mauled units. Imprompiu
fortifications had been erected in the SIEGFRIED LINE to strengthen it,
and large bunkers afforded excellent shglter to troops not on duty.

Hedgehog defenses had been hastily constructed where our units had
penetrated the SIEGFRIED WALL. (é)

Altogether the enemy's morale was the best noticed since NOEMANDI.
His troops were rested, his supply dumps well forward and well stocked.

Our units in the line about equaled the German. However, our vetefan
divisions had been in combat without relief for a considerable period of
time and seversl had-heen badly chewed in the HURTGENlFOREST.

Our new éivisiqns were in excellent shape, but were not combat wise.

The veteran units were shoft of riflemen and suffered from lack of
winter equipment; i. e., overshoes, heavy wool socks, sweateré, pile
liners for the M1943 field jacket, end of winter camouflage m;terial.

81l-nm mortar, artillery shells of calibers from 75-mm through 155-mﬁ
were ip short supply and were being retioned. Other items of shortages
were brake fluid, breke linings, antifreeze, and engine sssemblies,

Trench foot was & major problem and the casualty rate was high.

Terrain along the ffonts was composed of wooded ridges aﬁd hills

cut up by meny streams and rivers and without adequate road nets. The

(6) Personal knowledge, -3, pages 330 and 331
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only piece of commanding terrain in V Corps sector wes the ELSENBORN ridge
or plateau.
The V Corps had three mejor obstacles in its zone of advance: the
HURTGEN FOREST, the ROER RIVER system with its dams, and the SIEGFRIED LINE.
The ELSENBORN ridge was heavily covered with snow and frozen hard.
In the lower elevations, the ground wes partially frozen or boggy. Mud
was everywhere. OSnow lay in varying depths in the lowlands and snow and/or
rein fell intermittently over the entire area. femperatures were low end
skies heavily ove&cést. Very little sunshine wae available for its meag;r
warnth.

The air support was extremely limited &ue to heavy fogs, ground mist,
and overcast skies. (7)
DISPOSITION AND FLANS COF FIRST ARMY (See Map B)

First Afmy had its three corps in line abreast from SCHOPHEVEN {near
JULICH) south to include the Duchy of LUKEMBOURG. |

On the left, VII Corps was to continue the attack on 1C December, to
seize the west benk of the ROUER RIVER, and then to await Army order before
croasing. VII Corps was spproximately three and one-half miles from the
RCER. |

In the center, V'qups, reinforced by the 2d Division and the newly
arrived 78th Division, was to attack on Army order, not earliér than
| 13 December, and cepiure and secure the ROER dams. It was to;protect
the flank of VII Corps also and to proceed beyond the dems only on Army order.

On the right, VIII Corps, with the newly arrived 106th Division re-
placing the 24 Division, was to continue en aggressive defense of the Corps
sector and be prepered to advence toward KOBLENZ on Army order. It was to

protect the right flank of V Corps &s V Corps moved forward. (&)

{7) Personsl knowledge
(8) Personal knowledge, A-1, page 88, A-3, page 329
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Y_CORFS SITUATION (9)
(Seg Map ©

A Corps G-2 estimate issuved on 6 December estimated that the Germans
had five infantry divisions and part of another opposite V Gofps. It was
suspected that two of these divlisions' zone of responsibilities overlapped
into adjacent corps zones.

These mmits were believed to be commanded by German LIXTIV of Seventhr
Army.

The Volksgrenadier divisions were estimated at an approximate atrength
of 8,000 men while the infantry.divisions were estimated at 7{000 men, The
total estimate was 21,750100mbat troops opposite V Corps (not including |
reserves in rear of Seventh Army).

These troops were not the elite infantry of 1941 and had been strengthen-
ed by experienced cadres. A high rate of attrition had been caused by the
HURTGEN FOREST fighting end replacements were thought to be iqss than
casualties. . | |

However, German units were in much better condition, moréle,rand train-
ing than at any time during the preceding months since the infasion.

Germen troop dispositions from north to south were roughly as follows:
344th Infentry Division, 275th Infantry Division, 89th Infantry Division
(this was believed to have incorporated 275th Infantry Division due to
excessive losses to both units), 2724 Volksgr;enadier Division (less one
regiment), 277th Volksgrenadier Division, and one regiment of 18th Volks-
grenadier Division, and LXIIV Corps Headquarters was southeas£ of GEMUND.

Fifth Panzer and Sixth S5 Panzer Armies were in reserve west of the
RHINE and penzer units of these armies could reach the zone of attack within
twenty-four hours, |

Shertly after the issusnce of the estimate of 6 December, new intelli-

gence reports revealed a new set of indications that changed the enemy's

(9) Personsl knowledge, A-3, pages 330-334, A-2, pages 70-72
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capabilitles entirely. These indications were first thought to be defensive
in nature, but, as evidence mounted, there was scon no question thet the new
indications pointed to & preparation for a masjor counteroffensive.

The new indications were: heavy rail movements of troops end equipment
in early December; movements of armored divisions to sectors west of the
RHINE in front of V end VIII Corps; considerable road movemenﬁ of troops
‘and vehleles toward corps aouth flank; movement of Sixth SS Panzer Army
southeast of DUREN; TAC Air reports of tank and troop concentrations on
7 December in front of V Corps; interrogation reports from deserters and
prisoners of war of arrival of new units from interior GERMANY, HUNGARY,
NORWAY, DEMMARK, EAST PRUSSIA, and HOLLAND during pericd 7 - 11 December
(with armored units predeminating); incressed patrol activity; numerous
enemy flares at night; reinforcement of troops im the line; reports of
German villages filled with troops all the way to the RHINE; assault units
being formed by divisions; rumors that 8 big counterattack was to be made;
increase of over twelve battalions of enemy ariillery on the corps front;
artillery being moved forward; units moving into assembly areas well forward;
TAC Air reconneissance of 11 December noted heavy rail and road traffic in
the AHR VALLEY and east of the RCER lskes. All this informetion was collected
and disseminated on or before 1l December. |

It was also reported that enemy supply dumps were being brought well
forward and large quantities of supplies placed in them.

Terrain in the corps zone of advance was very unfavorable for use of
armor or infaﬁtry. It was heavily wooded, rolling ridges and hills with
many streams and rivers cutting them up, and a very limited road net. ‘Only
three roads were asvailsble for usge in the corps zone of advanée that were
of any vaiue.

The three key terrsin feafures were the MONSCHAU HILL mass, the

DREIBORN RIDGE, and the ROER RIVER system with its tributeries and dams.
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The terrain was well compartmented into three main groups, all of
which were favorable to the defenders, The river systems and ridges
generally ran‘perpendicular to our route of advance end gave the snemy
extremely strong natural defensive positions.

Frequent snowfalls and intermittent rainfall made the weather cold and
wet. Visibilliy was often reduced to a few yards due to persistent ground
fogz.

V Corps received First Army's order for the attack late on 6 December
and issued V Corps Field Order No 33 at 0723008 December, The artillery
and intelligence annexes were lssued shortly thereafter.

Corps planned to use the period 8 - 12 December, inclusive, in mopping
up the HURTGEN FOREST and in reorgenization and preparstion for the new
attack.

New units arrived and were either ordered into asgembly areas or re-
lieved unit{s in contact. Artillery units moved to new positions iﬁ order
to support the attack.

The night of the attack, V Corps dispositions were as foilows: gth
Division, reinforced by 31lth Regimental Combat Team (78th Division), holding
from the Corps left boundary to & point east of ROTGEN, with the 2d Ranger
‘Battalion in reserve; south to MONSCHAU the sector was held by the 102d
Cavalry Group and 78th Reconneissance Squadron; the 78th Division (leés 311th
Regiﬁental Combat Team) was in an assembly area behind the cavalry screen,
in the vicinity of LAMMERSDORF; 99th Division held an extended front (15 - 16
miles) from MONSCHAU south to the-Corps right boundary; the 2d Division was
in an asssembly area just northeast of ROCHERATH ready to attack; what was
left of CCR, 5th Armored Division, was re-equipping in the vicinity of WALHORN
and was Corps reserve.

Corps combat supporting units and service units were in position and
ready. A total of fifteen battalions of Corps artillery, seven battalions

of tark destroyers, two tank battalions, nine battalions of AkA, two
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engineer groups, the 2d Renger Battalion, and 86th Chemical Mortar Battallon
were ready for sction.
Condition and equipment of corps units were as follows: 78th Division

was golng into action for the first time and consequently was well equipped
Fd

and had excellent morale; 99th Division had been in the linss only & short
period of time and had seen 1little action, was in good shape except for
casualties from trench foot; the 2d Division had just been pulled out of
the lines and lacked eguipment and personnel, but its morale was high and
1t was rsated as an excellent comba£ division; 8th Division was not to par-
ticipate in the attack during the early phase, its morale was good, but it
had suffered heavy cssualiies in the HURTGEN FOREST, and 1t was a good
combat division., All units lacked proper winter eqﬁipment.

YV CORP3 OF CKk (10)
(See Map D

The corps plen as outlined in Corps Fiéld Order No 33 dated 072300A
December was an attack with all four divisions sbreast. The 24 Pivision
and 78th Division, attacking froﬁ behind a screen of friendly units, were
to meke a two-pronged effort with the 2d making the main effort on the
right. The 8th Divisicn and $9th Division end the 1024 Cavalry Group were
to support the attack and protect the flanks of the 2d and 78th Divisions..
There would not be any preparatory artillery fires.

Corps objectives were the SCHWAMMENAUEL and URFTTALSPERRE DAMS (Nos
3 and 5). D-day was set for the morning of 13 December and cﬁrps was not
to pass beyond its objectives except on Army order.

Missions of the msjor units involved in the attack are quoted below

from the Corps Field Order No 33 for the purposes of clarity and accuracy:
"a., 99th Inf Div:

(1) Attacheds 80lst TD Bn (T) "D" Co, 86 Cml Bn
639th AAA AW Bn (M) effective on arrival

(10) a-3, pages 330-333
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

When passed thru by elements of 2nd Inf Div, 395th Inf
will attack at H hour to secure objective #1 (see overlasy).
Protect right flank of 2nd Inf Div.

Maintain pressure against the enemy on balance of Division
front.

Maintain contact with VIII Corps on the right., Frotect
Corps right (south) flank.

Clear such lanes through friendly minefields as may be
desired by 2nd Inf Div.

b. 2nd_Inf Div_(Reinf):

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)
(5)
(6)

Attacheds  741st Tenk Bn (M)
612th TD Bn (T)
462nd AAA AW Bn (M)
WG Co, 86 Cml Bn
644th TD Bn (SP) (less 1 Co)
1cCC, 9 Armd Div

On movement from VIII Corps assemble in area Camp Elsenborn,

- Attack at H hour to secure objectives 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 as

rapidly as possible.
Dam No. 5 at (069235) will be secured and held et all costs.
Maintain contact with the 99th Inf Div on the right.

Designate to 99th Inf Div lanea to be cleared through friendly
minefields, ‘

c. 78th Inf Div (lesp 311th RCT minus irty Bpn):

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)

(é)
(7)

(8)

Attached: 893rd TD Bn (SP) (less Co A)
709th Tank Bn (less 1 Med and 1 Lt Tk Cos)
"A% Go, 86 Cml Bn (M)

On arrival V Corps area, assemble in area north and west of
Rotgen.

Relieve elements "B" Co, 1l6th Inf, southwest of new boundary
during darkness D-2 with 78 Ren Trp.

Asssult regiment relieve elements 1é6th Inf vic Lammersdorf
prior to daylight D-2.

Pass through elements 102nd fav Gp and attack at H hour,
to secure objectives 1 and 2 as rapidly as posaible. (Phase 1)

Fhase 2 - Secure objectives 3, 4, and 5 on Gorps order.

Phase 3 Operations - Secure objectives 6, 7, 8, and 9 on
Corps order. .

Maintein contact with 8th Inf Div on lef?.
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(9) Designate to 102nd Cav Gp lenes to be cleared through
friendly minefields.

d. gth Jof Div:

(1) Attached: 1 Med & 1 Lt Cos, 709th Tank Bn (M)
817th TD Bn (T)
"B" Co, 86 Cml Bn
445th AAA AW Bn (M)
2nd Reanger Bn
1 Co, €44 TD Bn (SF)
311 RCT (-Arty Bn), 78th Inf Div.

-

(2) Assist the attack of the 78th Inf Div by maintaining pressure
ageinst the enemy along the line of the Kell River. Be pre-
pared to advance on the Kommerscheldt and Schmidt ares on
Corps order. (See overlay)

{3) Maintain contact with VII Corps on the left. Protect the
left (north) flank of the Corps. ,

(4) Be prepared on Corps order to seize and hold objectives 1 and 2.

(5) 2nd Ranger Bn - Division reserve.

(6) CC "R®, 5 Armd Div, move to assembly ares vie Walhorn in Corps
reserve for rest & rehabilitation upon relief effective 0818004
December.

©. Cav H

(1) Upon relief of 16th Inf before daylight, D~-2 sssume respongi-
bility for defense of sector.

(2) Upon being passed through by 78th Inf Div, assemble 102nd
Cav Sq in Corps reserve vic EUPEN and release Co "F", 395th
Inf to 99th Inf Div. New boundary effective on passage of lines.

(3) Meintain pressure in zone of 38th Cav Sq.

(4) Haintein contact with 2nd Inf Div and 78th Inf Div on right
and left respectively.

(5) Clear such lanes through friendly minefields as mey be desired
by 78th Inf Div."

The 1171st Engineer Group was to support the 8th Infantry Division and
the 1121st Engineer Group was to support the 78th, 2d, and 99th Infentry
Diviesions with one Engineer (C) Battalion per division in support of the

78th and 2d Divisions, and one battelion available to reinforce or assist

the 99th Infantry Division.




The corps artillery provided combat support as follows:
1. 8th Infantyy Division:
179th FA Gp Prov Bn, 105 How (Germen) for operations oﬁly
95th ¥4 Bn, 105 How (Sp) - Rejoin CCR 5th Artillery Division on D
plus 1. ‘
76th FA Bn, 105 How
2. f Divisions
62d FA Bn, 105 How (Sp)} - Rejoin 102d Cav Gp on 12 hour notice
987th FA Bn, 155 Gun (Sp) (less Batteries A and C)
3. 24 Infantry Division:
196th FA Bn, 105 How
Battery C, 987th FA Bn, 155 Gun (Sp)
18th FA Bn, 4.5" rockets (for oper#tions only)
4o 99th Infantry Division: - R
Battery B, 987th F4 Bn, 155 Gun (Sp) |
5th FA Bn, 155 How

In sddition, under corps control, were an additicnal tenlbattalions
plus some odd batteries in general support.

- The mission of the corps artillery was counterbattery, interdictionm,
scheduled and observed fires. No preparatory fires were planned.
MOVEMENT TO LINE OF DEPARTURE (11)

All units involved in the ;ttack plen either mﬁved from their assembly
areas to their attack positions or were slready in position, late on 12
December 1944. |

The weather was very cold with heavy falls of snow on the ELSENBORN
ridge and wet muddy conditions on the lower ground. Ice, mud, and =now

made. vehicular and foot movement trescherous.

(11) Personal knowledge




NARRATION

THR ATTACK (13 m§embeg ~_15 December, inclusive) {12)
(See_Mapp C and E -

4

The attack jumped off as scheduled the morning of 13 December 1944.

In order to achieve surprise, the ailtack was made without benefit of
preliminery artillery preparatory fires.

The 78th Division (-) attacked through the 102d Cavalry Group and
78th Reconnaissence Squadron screen in the vieinity of LAMMERSDORF at
06004 hours.

The 78th Division (-) attacked with two regiments abreasst (310th
Regiment and 309£h Regiment), with the 309th on the right. Initilally the
advance met little resistance, 310th Regiment capﬁured ROLLESBROICH, and
309th Regiment ceptured SIMMERATH and BICKERATH. They continued the attack
towards KESTERMICH but met heavy end increasing enemy resistance, i. e.,
strong peints, minefields, heavy automatic weapons fire., Finally heavy
morter and artillery fires, together with machine gun fire, stopped the
advance just short of KESTERNICH by nightfall of the 13th.

The 24 Infantry Division attacked at 08304 hours through the lines of
the 99th Infantry Division several thousand yards north and east of ROCHERATH.
Initially the advance of the 24 Infantry Divisilon was practicglly unopposed.
It advanced with the 9th Regiment 1eﬁding, the 38th Regiment following, and
the 23d Regiment in reserve awaiting commitment. It advanced.over 4000
yards before the 9th Regiment ran into a strong Germen defense point at a
road junction east of MORSCHRID, This road junction was defegded by con-
crete emplacements, concrete pilllboxes, wire, AT and AP minefields and well
covered by fire from the German automatic weapons and supporting weapons.
The 9th Regiment reached this position sbout 12304 hours and épent the rest

of the day in development of the positionm.

{12) Personal knowledge, A-3, pages 334-338, A-2, pages 69-72
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The 99th Division made a limited objective attack. The 395th Regl-
ment attacked et 08304 hours on the right flank of the 9th Regiment. It |
reached its cbjective with little resistance until slmost on the objective.
The 393d Regiment moved forward st 0835A hours to protect the flanks of
the 395th Regiment. Resistance stiffened asgainst the 99th Division towards
evening,

There was minor action on the rest of the Corpe front. The 8th
Infantry Division (£) managed to make scme small advances, otﬁerwise units
of the Corps held their position.

The lsck of resistance, the lack and insccuracy of enemy counterfires
‘essured the Corps that the enemy had been surprised. The initial enemy
artillery and mortar fires were inaccurate.and widé of their target., It
wasn't until afternoon that Germsn resistance stiffened and became effective.

German FOW's captured confirmed the belief that the stiack caught
the enemy by surprise.

Bed westher on the 13th prohibited sir support.

CCB of 9th Armored Division arrived in the Corps sector to act as
Corps reserve, but only to be used on Army order. They went into an
assembly area vicinity of FATMONVILLE.

The day's combat revesled new Germsit units in eontéct and new informa-
tion of the movements of 10th SS Panzer Division was received;

| Advances from 200 yards to two miles had been made during the dsy.

The night of 13 - 14 December was quiet.

Since the atiack had gone more or less as planned, Corps made no
changes in its orders and resumed the attack on 14 December. _

The 78th Division (-) comtinued its attack to capture KESTERMICH.
Strong enemy groups end heavy aviomatic weapons fire prevented capture of
the town. Therefore the 309th.Regiment wes reinforced by a battﬁlion,from
the 310th Regiment to asssist in capturing KESTERNICH. This battalion was

algo pinned down and hsd to dig in about 500 yards short of the town by
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nightfsll. Both regiments ﬁtilized the day to mop up scattered resistance
groups in the area they had captured on the 13th.

The 9th Regiment, 2d Division, continued the attack againét the for-
tified position after a preliminary fifteen-minute artillery preparation.

It assaulted the position with all three battelions sbreast, but managed
only minor geins. The effectiveness of the enemy defenses and heavﬁ fires
prevented any penetration. Therefore at 1414154 the lines wefe slightly
withdrewn and flanﬂ made for an asssult on the 15th behind coﬁr@inated
fires of aviation, aftillery and mortars. The 23d Begiment end 38th Regi-
ment still had not been commitied.

The 99th Division contipued its attack. The 395th Regiment made
limited objective attacks and pushed the front north and east on the right
flank of the 9th Reg1ment. The 393d Regiment attacked and captured a
local strongpoint. The rest of the 99th remained in position. Resistance
against the emdvances of the 99th on this date was very heavy..

The other units of the Corpa held their positicns without trouble.

Combat Command R, 5th Armored Divisicn, was placed on & ﬁwo-hour
elert with a mission of counterattacking in the event of enemy penetrations
in the ROTGEN area. The combat effectivenesé of CCR was wvery low due to
the extremely heavy casualties lncurred by this unit in the H?RTGEN FOREST.

Reports.were received stating that numbers of tanks and vehicles had
been heard in the MONSCHAU area. One FOW reported having seeé_elements of }
the 2d SS Panzer Division just east of MONSCHAU. Considerahlé enemy aec-
tivity was reported from UDENBRETH to the'Corpa gsouth boundary. 4 Nebélwerfer
Regiment was identified on the southern front and more enemy értillery
batterles were located by Corps artillery.

Registance on the 14th had been considersbly stronger than on the 13th.
Heavy artillery fires and mortar and machine gun fires were eﬁcountered.

The enemy had excellent defenses and they were hard to cradk.i

Corps contirnued the attack on the 15th.
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The 7B£h Division (-) attacked with the 509th Tank Battelion and
units of the 309th and 310th Regiments and ceptured KESTERNICH after
overconing heavy resistance; A strong German counteratteack wﬁa repulsed
at 17004 hours.

The 78th Division had captured objectives 1 and 2 with the cgpture
of KESTERNICH. Therefore Corps ordered Phase 2 into effect and the 78th
Division prepared to attack and seize KONZEN, EICHERSCHEID, AND INGENBROICH
(objectives 3, 4, and 5 of Phase 2). |

The 23 Division and 99th Division dug in and reconnoiteréd the enemy
position to the front. Patrols of the 9th Regiment located roﬁtes of
infiltration through the Germsn position.

The 99th Division held its positions with the exception of the 395th
Regiment and part of the 3933 Regiment. These wnits destroyed several
pillboxes in_the path of the advance and made some small gainé.

The plenned bombing mission had to be cancelled because §£ the weather.
Visibility wes very poor. Corps artillery was very busy and gired a8 con-
siderable number of rounds in support of the attack.

& ceptured FOW informed Corps thet the 277th Infentry Di;iaion and
2724 Infentry Division were forming mssault units and being reinforced
preparstory to an‘attack.

Additionsl informetion of vehicular and tank movements wés reported
from MONSCHAU from the east and southeast.

Another POW captured from 326th Infantry Division reported that his
unit was forming ssssult forces. The lst S5 Panzer Division wes reported
on our front. Corps artillery reported seven battalions of enemy érfillery
had displaced well forward to the RUHRBLRG - DEDENBORN area.

Alsb'reports were received of supplies being moved forward in large
amounts., Unnsually large numbers of flarea-were noticed duriﬁg the night.

During the night of 15 - 16 December, elements of the 9th Regiment,
2d Division, infiltrated through the Germen defenses and seized the road'
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Junction in rear of the Germen.positions. The German defenses were cap-
tured and destroyed and the 9th Regimeni pushed on to its objective No 2
(the area afound road jumection on the HOFEN - ROGHERATH road). The 38th
Regiment was then passed through the‘9th Regiment and attacked toward
objective No 3 and hed gained sbout 1000 yards againat. heavy resistance
when Corps ordered the advance halted at abﬁut 12004 hours on the 1l6th

due to an enemy penetration in the 393& Regiment area, and much uncert#inty
as to situation in the erea 6f 394th Regiment. 7

The 99th ﬂivision had continued the attack on the 16th. The 395th
Regiment had advanced on the right flank of the 9th Regiment and had
captured enemy installations in their zone of advance end maintained con-
tact with the 9th Regiment on their left. |

The 78th Division found that the enemy had infiltrated into KESTERNICH
during the night of 15 - 16 December and the 309th Regiment had to mop up
the town agein. As soon as it was secured, additional German attacks hit
the 309th Regimenf and the battle lasted a1l day. Meanwhile the 310th
Begiment hed been forced back from the high ground north of ROLLESBROICH
but managed to hold the town. The 78th Division fought all day to hold
the ground they had won.

As the situetion developed throughout the Corps sector, the Corps
Commanding General requested permission to cancel the attack and concen-
trate forces against the strong threat on the Corps right flank. First
Army Commander refused the request and ordered the Corps to continue the
attack. However, the Corps Commander had already helted the attack and
before it could be fésumed, it had become imperative to move forces to
the south., Officially the attack was still ordered continued on the 17th.

The initial penetration in the 393d Regiment area was belleved to be
a locel counterattack, but it 'scon was revesled ss a major enemy counter-

offensiia.
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The major success of the enemy south of the 394th Regiment was not
known to Corps - that these units had lost contact wasn't known - in fact,

reports from 99th Division reference the 394th Regiment were very in-

definite;
THE COUNTEROFFENSIVE BEGINS - 16 December 1944 (13)

Bétween 05304 and 0A00A hours on the morning of 16 December shell
reports began flooding into Corps Headquarters. It soon wes deiermined
that a heavy-artillery preparation was falling all across the V Corps
ffonﬁ and in the rear areas, with the heaviest fires falling on the
southern front.

The first report of enemy action wes received from the 102d Cavelry
Group., rThis unit's sector was attacked.at 1606154 hours in the vicinity
of MONSCHAU by over 300 men. The cavalry had dug in their creckerbex
light tanks, erected wires, booby traps, AT and AP minefields, end held
excellent positions even though widely dispersed. The first atiack was
repulsed by the 38th Cavalry Reconnaissence Squadron. The cavelry group
moved up reinforcements consisting of the light tank company.of fhe 1024
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron and Company A of the 146th Engineer (C)
Battalion. It was estimated that over 1000 rounds of enemy artillery fell
around these positions during the day.

The second report of €nemy action of a major character came from the
99th Division which reported that the center and right flanks of the 393d
Regiment had been hit by enemy attacks at 160710A. Initislly, the enemy
made little headway, but his attacks increased in vigor and forece, and
by 1200 hours the enemy had gainéd a penetration about one mile deep on
& one and one-half mile front. However, the penetration was halted at

this point.

(13) Personal knowledge, A=3, pages 341-344, A-2, pages 72-73
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Meanwhile other elements of the 393d Regiment were hit by the same
attack.and held until 1617004 hours when the enemy made a penetration of
2000 yards,

‘The 394th Regiment wes hit at 1609124 and had a day of continuous
fighting with attacks all along the front. It was necesssry for one
battalion to withdraw sbout one mils to get out of an exposed selient where
it had been aftacked from three sides. By nightfail-the enemy ;as 8till
being conteined. The enemy attack.was in the form of & tﬁo-pronge& en=-
velopment.

The 3d Battalion, 395th Regiment, which was north of the 24 infantry
Division, was attacked at 1607554 on the center of its front near HOFEN.
This attack and another at 1616254 were repulsed, but neither attack had
been made in great strength.

The 8th Infantry Division had only minor action on its fromt.

Reports of the divisions and the rapid development of the attackrpn
the Corps right flank ceused a Corps order to the 2d and 99th Infantry
Divisions wﬁich resuited in the attachment of the 1lst and 3d Battalions
of the 23d Regiment {2d Division) to the 99th Infantry Division dwuring the
afternoon of the 16th., The 3d Battalion moved to support the 393d Regiment,
600 yards east of R in the vicinity of ROCHERATH, end the lst Battalion
to support the 394th Regiment in the vicinity of MURRINGEN.

Corps Headquarters initially had no knowledge_of the situation on the
right flank of the 99th Infantry Division. The 394th Regiment and con-
sequently the division did not report that it had loet contact with elements
of the 14th Cavelry Group of VIII Corps. Also, the lith Cavalry Group
pulled out without reporting loss of contact to VIII Corps. Consequently,
the extent and sericusness of the penetretion on the flank of the Corps
was unknown at Corps Headquartera. In fact, it wasn't even considered as
serious and the reinforcing elements of the 23d Regimental Combat Team

were kept north of the right flank of the 394th Regiment, thus allowing the
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Germens to exploit this cpen flank,

However, VIII Corps knew it was in trouble and First Army ordered V
Corps to relemse CCB of 9th Armored Division at 1610304 December to VIII
Corps. As the day developed end the threat to V Corps right flank grew,
First Army was requested to provide V Corps with s2ome reserve, Therefore,
at 162400A, First Army attached the 26th Regimental Combat Team {#) of
the lat Division to V Corps and it was ordered to CAMP ELSENBORN.

Corps ordered CCR, 5th Armored Division, to move from WALHORN to ROTGEN
for use as Corps reserve for counterattack in the 78th Infantry Division
sector. CCR wss in extremely poor shape, both in personnel and egquipment,
due to its recent savage combat experience along the VOSSENACK - BERGSTEIN
ridge. This unit was short on 9 December 23 tanks, M4; 3 tanks, M541; 3
tanks, sssault, with 105-mm howitzers; 1 1/4-ton truck; plus mgny other
.items of equipment. Much of this equipment had been issued by the 16th,
but unit still was being rehabilitated and re-equipped.

G=2, V Corps, received information during the evening of 1é December
that enemy parachutists could be expected in the Corps sector. Therefore
all divisions and major Gorps units were alerted for this possibility by
" a message sent out at 1700404 hours. |
Captured enemy documents and FOW's began to give a picture of the
~enemy offensive plans, Nightfall of the 16th, the sitﬁation on the Corps
right flank was unknown since the 99th Division had not reported loss of

contact with VIII Corps units. Therefore no action was taken against |y

this critical point. -
THE GERNAN (14)
(See_Map €

The actual plans and orders of the Germans weren't fully known until
capture of German documents and FOW's on 20 December 1944. -Howevér, to

orient the reader and to give better understanding of whet happerned, a

(14) Personel knowledge, A~2, pages 72-74, A-3, pages 355-356, A-5, peges
103-105 . _ '
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brief orientation reference the German plen on the V Corps front seems
indicated.

Inltially, the German Seventh Army had res;l:onsihility for the troops
on the V VCorps front. These troops remsined the same when the attack
begen, but Seventh Army sideslipped south and wes used as a containing
force against US attempts to flank the penetrstion in the south. Fifteenth
Army took over units left in place by Seventh Army and employe_d LXVII Corps
of infantry to support the attack of Sixth SS Pangzer Army. LXVII Corps was
to establish a line on the northern flank of the penetration and prevent
US forces from hitting at the bsse of the penetration.

The counteroffensive was the main effort of Sixth SS Panger Army and
Fifth Panzer Army with the Sixth SS Panzer Army meking the main effort in
the ndrth. |

Sixth SS Panger Army, commended by Oberstgruppenfuehrer Sepp Dieirich,
hed I and II SS Panzer Corps with LXVII Corps to furnish the infantry sup-
port apd hold flanks.

The Sixth SS Panzer Army planned to attack with I SS Panzer Corps =~
(1st and 12th SS Panzer, the assgult divisions). The 121':151 S5 :Panzer
Division to attack over the northern routes 4 , B, and C; the 1lst 35 Panzer
Division to attack over the southern routes D and E. In addition I S5
Panzer Corps had the 12th Infantry Division, three psrachute diviamions, and
elements of three panzer grenadier divisions and the elite Brigade Gross-
deutschland (150th Panzer Brigade).

The LAVII Corps had three divisions to support the Sixth SS Army:
277th, 246th, and 326th Divisions. |

The routes were &s fc?llows:

Route 4: HOLLKRATH, ROCHERATH, ELSENBORN, CAMP ELSENBORN, SOURBRADT ’
MONTE RIGI, PETERSHAUS, POINT 598, JALHAY, JEHANSTER, POLLEUR.

Route B: KRINKELT, WIRTZFELD, BERG, WEYWERTZ, ROBERTVILLE, OVIFAT,

LONGFAYE, XHOFFRAIX, HOCKUI, COKENFAYNE, PRIESVILLE, SART.
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Route C: LOSHEIMERGRABEN,. BULLINGEN, BUTGENEACH, WEISMES, MALMEDY,
FRANCORCHAMFS, SPA, |

Route D: LOSHEIM, LANZERATH, HONm, SCHOPPEN, FAYMONVILLE, TIRIMONT,
LIGNEUVILLE, BELLEVAUX, STAVELOT, AMBLEVE.

Route k: KEHR, KREWINKEL, MANDERSFELD, ANDLER, HERRESBACH, HEFPRNBACH,
MIRFELD, BORN, RECHT, LOGBIERLE, WANNE, TROIS - PONTS. |

The I SS Fanzer Corps was to Spearh@adlthe advance that was to bypass
LIEGE snd reach ANTWERP,

Also it wes planned to drop six companies of approxipately 1200 para-
troopers on the EUPEN - MALMEDY roasd to prevent reinforcement‘of the
southern froﬁt.

This wes the plan of Sixth SS Panzer Army that V Corps had run into
within its attack to seize the ROER DAKS.

.m 17TH OF DECEMRER (See Map F)

As the seriousness of the penetration and fighting developed throughout
the 16tq,00rps requested Army for additicnal regerves as the‘Corps reserveg,
CCR, 5th Armored Division, were in poor combat condition. All avaiiable help
was moved to the threatened sres by Corps, and First Army ordered the 26th
HRegimental Combat Team of tﬁe 1lst Division sttached to V Corps as of 1624004
December. The 26th Regimental Combat Team waz immediately ordered to an
assenbly area at CAMP RLSENEORN.

Due to the urgency of the situstion on the right flank, Corps instructed
the 26th Regiméntal Combat Team to prepare counteratteck plans to be used in
the sectors of the 24 and 99th Divisions. These plans were to be submitted
to Corps and implemented only on Corps ofder.

Early on the morning of the 17th, reports were received of the landing
of enemy parachutists in the Corps sector - principally.along the EUPEHN -
MAIMEDY road sector, ﬁeports received ffom different sources indicated the

1éndings were well dispersed, but informetion ss to strength was lacking.
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CCR, 5th Armored Division, was ordered to the vicinity of EUPEN -
searching for parachutists as it came from ROTGEN - and was ordered to
organize defenses and sesrch for enemy parachutists. sarvice units,

- adminietrative installations, Corps Headqﬁarters, and 811 units furnished
men to be employed in the search for paratroopers. CCR, 5th Armored
- Divigion, was to control this miscellaneous gronp.

By 05304, 99th Division was reporting movement of tanks on its right
flank, At 0610A, Corps was notified that tanks were in HOHBFELD after
penetrating the 394th Regiment snd were driving on the Regimental CP.

By 07004, thirty tenks with infantry were reported south of BULLINGEN

by elements of 254th Enginesr (C) Battalion, who promptly engaged the
enemy. It was imperative to hold BULLINGEN as it was the kef to the with-
drawal of the 24 Division from 1ts exposed front down the WAHLERSCHEID
road. This wes the only road availsble to the 2d Division. |

The tanks engeged by the 254th Engineer (C) Battalion ha& reached
their position by pemetrating in the VIII Corps szone in the vicinity of
LOSHEIM and then coming into the V Corps rear over roads leading up from
VIII Gorps. |

2d Division ordered a company of tank destroyers to assiét the 99th
Division. This company was destroypd by the Germens, as orders it re-
ceived from an officer of the 99th gave the Compeny Commander-an entirely
false picture of the situation. |

By 09004, enemy troops attacking from the south and agsinst the Corps
flank had managed to infiltrate into KRINKELT and HUNNINGEN aﬁd were attack-
Ing in strength in the viecinity of BULLINGEN, Tanks were reported operating
between BULLINGEN and BUTGENBACH. At 09304, 99th Division reported
'HUNNINGEN practically encircled, but the town was held until 1530A when
the troops were forced to witﬁdraw. |

By 11004, tanks hed reached points southwest of BULLINGEN,

. 26




The CP of the 24 Division at WIRTZFELD was almost surrounded and the
Headquarters persomnel were fighting for the GP‘while other personnel de-
stroyed the bulk of their documents. Germen tanks were visiblé from the
windows and a sharp fight ensued. At this juncture, the 24 Bettaliocn,
23d Infantry, came to the rescue. In BUTGENBACH shells were felling in
the town and the enemy was only one and one-half miles away, ASP, 126‘,\'"
three miles northwest of BUTGENBACH held 6000 tons of smmunition and was |
in imminent denger of capture. BUTGENBACH held Class I end III supply
points with large guantities of supplies,

The Corps Commarding General ordered the 2d Division to ebandon its
attack and concentrate ageinst the threat to the south. Using the 24
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron to act as a screen, the 2d Division began
thié difficult disengagement at once. The new line to be established, as
per Corps order, ran generally north of ROCHERATH, KRINKELT, WIRTZFELD,
end west to the leke east of BUTGENBACH.

The 2d Battalion, 23d Iﬁfantry, was already moving along the ridge
forming the new line and tank desiroyers and other elements wefe already
in position. (15) The 3d Battalion of the 23d Infentry had held its
positions in front of the vitﬁl croasroad# at the rear of their position
until its ammunition was exhsusted and it was hit by an overwhelming force
of tanks and iﬁfantry. They held long enough for approximately 200 sur-
vivors of a battalion of 393d Regiment {(who were all that remained of 900)
to pass through their lines to the rear, after effecting & loﬁg and des-
perate defense - it also allowed the 24 Division time to with&raw the 9th
and 38th Regiments and employ them on the new defense line. 7

It is to be noted that artillery swpport to the 3d Battalion, 23d
Infantry, by the 99£h Division Artillery had been extremely limited. Few

shells were fired even when the battalion was engaged in a desperate last

(15) Personal knowledge, A-2, pages 74-75, A=3, pages 344-349
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diteh defense; supposedly on the excuse of shortage of ammunition. Ammuni-
;ion allocations were in effect, but there were 6000 tons of ammunition in

a ngarby ASP and Corps G-4 never refused a request for additional‘ammunition
for emergency expenditures. (16)

While all the severe fighting was going on on the southern front, the
northern front was azlso in trouble, Failure of the 12th 55 Penzer Division
to effect a penetration on the 16th had led it to try and move into MONSCHAU
and thence down the excellent highway from MONSCHAU to EUPEN..

The forces holding this area consisted of the 102d Cavalry Group of
two squadrons. The 38th Cavalry Reconnaisaance Squadron bore the brunt of }K
the fighting which began about ﬁ615A. The Germans mounted & major attack
of armor and infantry, initisted by a heavy artillery fire. The CGermans
mounted several attacks during the day, but only succeeded in making a
slight penetration at.171145A with sbout s battelion of troops {211 that
remeined of a strong attack force) that wes shortly mopped up. The reason
that this cavalry squadron was eble to defeat so many and powérful sttacks
was the artillery suppoft it received.

Corps recognized the weskness of this position and had set up heavy
srtillery reinforcements available if necessary. When the attacks began,
Corps artillery began concentrating messed artillery fires on the Germans.
These massed fires were extremely successful against the Germen armor and
infantry., Sixteen battelions of artillery plus & battery of é inch guns
were brought to bear against these attacks: Five battalions of 105-mﬁ
howitzers, six battalions of 155-mm howitzers, one battalion of 4.5 inch
guns, two battalions of 155-mm gﬁns, two battalions of 240-mm howitzers,
and one battery of 8 inch guns; (16s) |

The threat from the MONSCHAU sector caused the Corps to move CCR,

5th Armored Division, to cover the MONSCHAU road at 12124 and at 12354,

(1€) Personal knowledge, A-7, pages 90-91, A-13, peried 13 Dec-17 Dec 1944
(16a) &-9, page 21
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with sll availeble men; the 8th Division was ordered to put all reserves on
a two-hour alert; and the 41lst Replacement Battaiion furnished s unit of
130 riflemen with officers.

However, after the lasst attack had failed, no further major attacks
were mede agsinst the cavalry.

During the attack on the cavalry, the 78th Infantry Division had also
been hit by tanks and ermor, but successfully repulsed it.

8th Division had only minor action on its front.

Meanwhile the round-up of enemy parachutists went on, cauvsing the
diversion of troops that could ill be spared.

The hesavy enemy shelling -during ?he day knocked out wire communicsations
and radio was the main link beiween Corps Headquarters and the 2d and 99th
Infantry Divisions. ' |

The 99th Division CP was moved back to CAMP ELSENBORN except for a
smal; advance party. |

At 14008, Corps ordered the 26th Regimental Combat Team to attack
from BUTGENBACH and relieve the 254th Engineer (C) Battalion which held
DOM BUTGENBACH ageinst heavy odds.

During the day's fighting, First Army had also been busy. A4t 11284,
First Army informed V Corps that the 30th Division was'releaséd from Ninth
Army and attached to V Corps. Also the f7th Regimental Combaf Team of
the 9th Divisien was moving from VII Corps to V Corps. Corps ordered it
to assembles in the vicinity of ROTGEN just north of MONSCHAU, but later
changed this order to havé it assemble in the vicinity of EUPEN.

At 13004, the Corps issued a Letter of Instructions which contained
instructions for Corps units generally as follows: 30th Divisioﬁ was to
assemble northeest of EUPEN and be prepared to counterattack to the‘east

and relieve 18th Regimentsl Combat Team on 18 December; CCR, 5th
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Armored Division, to assume responsibility for the 102d Cavalry Group
sector (less 38th Squ;dron) plus one battalion of the 8h Infantry Division -
attached; the 47th Regimental Combat Teem, plus the 38th Cavalfy Reconnais-
sance Squadron attached, was ordered to clear the EUPEN - MONSCHAU road

and restore and hold the MONSCHAU positions, to tie in its defense with

the 2d Division on its right, 3d Battalion, 395th Infantry, was to come
under command of the 47th Regimentsl Combat Team; the lst Division (less
18th and 26th Regimentel Combat Teams) was to assemble in CAMP ELSENBORN
prepared to extend the Corps right flank to the west; 18th Regimental
Combat Team was to assemble and to move in the vieinity of EUFEN and pre-
pare defense positions along ELSENBORN ridge and locate German parstroopers.

By nightfall the situstion wes still very fluid snd German attacks ‘
continueé to hit heavily all along the line.

Generally, the Corps had strengthened its positions with reinforcements.
The 26th Regimentel Combat Tesm had been attached to the 99th Division after
reaching DOM BﬁTGENBACH. The 39 th Regiment was out of contact and Corps
k¥new nothing bf its situation; the 393d Eegiment had suffered heavy
casualties and was short of ammunition and rations; the 395th Regiment had
maintained itself well and was withdrawiné to a new defense line.

The 24 Infantry Division had completed an extraordiﬁarily difficult
disengagement , moved southward, and set up a new defense 1ine.which, despite
heavy cesualties, had. stopped the Germans.

At 19154, Corps ordered the 30th Division to begin moving south to
- MALMEDY to stop the Germans from turning the Corps right flank end also to
be prepared to countersttack east or southeast. The 30th Division moved
out immediately with the 117th Regiment leading.

The 78th Division and 8th Division held their initial positions at

the end of the day.
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Corps artillery had been extremely active and very effective. It
had halted many sttacks before the Germans could get them started.

At 22004, a new Letter of Instructions was issued ordering movement .
of the 30th Division, putting lst Division inte sction with ite regiments,
less 18th Regimental Combat Team, andrextending the west flank line through

BUTGENBACH, WEYWERTZ, and ROBERTSVILLE. (17)

__m_m *_DECEMEER (18)
(See Mep G

The night of 17 - 18 December was relatively quiet except for aggressive
enery patroliing. .

The Germén attack by the 1lst S8 Pansger Division hsd been & success, but
the 12th S5 Panzer Division had been completely stopped in its two-day effort
%o open the routes provided for it in the German plan. The 1st 5S Panzer
Division pushed ahead unaware of the complete failure of the 12th S3 Panzer
Division and, thereby, passed up a golden opportunity to secure the gas
dumps at FRANCORCHAMPS. It mistakenly believed that the 12th SS Panzer
Division would soon move in on it. |

On the 18th, the 12th SS Panzer, plus reinforcements, again stiempted
to open fhe northern routes A, B and C.

Early in the da&, Corps o?dered 30th Division to include STAYELOT as
well as MALMEDY in its defense plans., Accordingly, a battalion of the
117th Hegiment was sent to hold STAVELOT until the rest of the division
came up. |

During the lSth,.eﬁemy pressure was strong against the whoie Corps front.,

The main enemy effort of the day was against the positions held at
KALﬁERBERBERG and HOFEN, The 3d Battalion, 395th Regiment, wes hit at dawn
by & strong enemy attack which was successfully repulsed. Hoyev:r, another

was goon fortheoming and, supported by tanks, it managed to make a slight

(17) Personal knowledge, A-2, pages 74-75, 4-3, pagés 344=349
(18) Personal knowledge, A-2, pages 75-76, A-3, pages 349-352
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penetration. This was sealed off and the enemy within the pemetration
area wes capiured or destroyed.

These attacks by the 12th SS Panzer Division were renewed twice more
during the‘day, but qulte unsuccessfully. The 3d Battelion, 395th Regi-
ment, was operating under the command of the 47th Regimentsl Combat Team,
and this unit prepared forces to reinforce the 395th Battalion if it was
necessery. Corps artillery caused many casualtles to the attackers and
aided materially in the defeat of these attacks.

Strong pressure was exerted all along the new right flank of the
Corps, and a8 the Germans were unsble to penetrate to the north, they
would push on to the west,

The 1lst Division (less 18th Regimental Combat Team) assembled in the
SOURBRODT ares during the day, and the 16th Regimeni was pushed forward to
£i11 the gep between the 26th Regiment and the 120th Regiment of the 30th
Division, IéﬁFf&bavidson of-lai Divigion attacked anﬁ seized WEIMES and
prepared defenses of this position.

Meanwhile the 2d and 99th Divislons were still under strong enemy
pressure and the lines were readjusted to better defemsive positions during
the day. KRINKELT and ROCHERATH were still held by our forceé et this time.
Many wits southeast and east of the new Corps defensive line which hed
been cut off and encirecled by the German advance successfully withdrew to
the new defensive line. .

ROCHERATH was attacked during the night, and elements of the 277th
Infantry Division were-in the town at daylight. Three more attiacks were
made during the day, but all were repulsed. The enemy attempted tq-seize
KRINKELT late in the day, but Corps artillery broke up the attack before
it begesn, |

99th Division was attached to the 24 Division by Corps order and the

Commanding General of the 99th Division became Deputy Division Commander.
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This was done because of intermingling of units and because of command
failure in the higher echelons of 99th Division. It was necessary to
replace certain officers of the 99th Infantry Division, including the
Division G-3. This was no reflection on.the combat ability of the
battalions, as they had fought hard and well.

The 99th Division had suffered heavy losses in personnel and equipment.
However, many of the men listed as missing later reported in, &nd & man
with a discerning eye would have noticéd that many of the missing trucks
ofkthe 99th Division could have been found in possesaion of tﬁe property y
conscious 1st and 24 Divisions, partially cemouflaged to be sure. { |

With the‘arrival of the 1st Division in SOURBRODT,'the 26th Regimental
Combat Team was relieved from attachment to the 99th Division and reverted
to the 1lst Division at 14004.

The 18th Regimental Combat Team of the 1lst Division was retained in
the vicinity of EﬁPEN as Corps reserve and as & defense against the German
parachutists in the sres.

First Army notified Corps Headquarters that the $th Division (less the
€0th Regimental Combat Team), the 824 Airborne Division, and CC4, 3d Armored
Division, were to be attached to V Corps. CCA, 34 Armored Division, had
restricticna tied on it by First Army &nd could not be utilized without
Army permission. Therefore, it was to be employed as Corps reserve.

Algo First Army changed the boundaries betweep V and VII:Corps 80 that
V Corps could focus its attention on the more dangerous areas. The 78th
and 8th Infantry Divisions were relileved oé attachment to V Corps and
attached to VII Corps in place.

With 211 these changes, it was necessary for additional instructions
be be issued, and & Corps Letter of Instructions was issuved at 1820004

December, which stated missions generally as follows:
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1. The Sth Infantry-Division was to defend the Corps left sector
as per'boundary indicated in overlay. One battalion of the 39th Regi-~
ment wes to be moved Immedlately over the EUPEN - HONSCHAU rosd to a
position in the vicinity of KALTERBERBERG. The 47th Regiméntél Combat
Team was to revert to control of 9th Division when the diviaion assumed
control of the sector.

2, The 2d Division (with 99th Division attached) was to defend its
positions, reorganize and rehebilitate as much of its units éq possible
in sssembly areas directly in rear of front.

3. The 30th Division was to hold the MAIMEDY - STAVELOT - TROIS-PONIS
line end maintain contect with 824 Airborne Division on the right.

4. The 1st Division was to defend the sector of BUTGENBACH, DOM
BUTGENBACH, FAYMONVILLE, WEIMES, and maintain contact with 2d,D1vision
and 30th Division.

5. The 82d Airborne Division was to assenmble in the vic;nity of
WERBOMANT and orgsnize defense positions there.

6. CCA, 3d Armored Divisibn, was to falieve the 18th Regimental
Combat Team of lst Division as Corps reserve in the vicinity of EUPEN at
daylight of the 19th of December. The 18th Regimental Combat Team was tq
revert to lst Division control and, enroute to join ﬁhe 1st Division, clean
up &ny groups of enemy pa:&chutiats along the EUFEN - HALMEDI;road.

| The 30th and 824 Airborne Divisions were to attack as soon &s the
situation warranted end regain contact with elements of VIII Corps to the
south or southeast. |

' The end of the day, 18 December, found the Corps reinforced strongly
with more reinforcements on the way. |

The 12th 385 Panzer Division for the third consecutive day had failed

to effect any penetration over the three routes noted in its orders. It

had tried end failed at HOFLEWN.




The lst SS Panzer Division had effected its penetration and pushed
on unknowing of the true status of affairs of the 12th 55 Panger Division.

The day was chiefly one of movemeni, reorganization, resupply, and re-
inforcement.

Air suppﬁrt had been very active and had schieved excellent resulta
sgainst enemy columns.

Corps artillery hed continued its very effective fire support and
had stopped many enemy attacks before they even reached the sssault stags.
They also introduced ﬁhe Fozit fuze to the Germans this datle.

This day brought the first news of the MALMEDY massacre éf US troops -
150 men who were mainly from Battery B, 285th Field Artillery Observation
Battﬁgga | |

IHE 19TH OF DECEMEER (19)
( ee Map H)

The German 1lat S8 Panzer Division contimued to drive west through the
night and 12th SS Panser Division, plus units originally in the line and
some of LAVII Corps, maintained strong preasure and minor attacks to
effect a penetration over the ELSENBORN plateau or down the MONSCHAU - EUPEN
road.

The heaviest fighting on the 19th was on-the Corps right or south
flank, The 30th Division had an exceedingly hot day as its elements were
engaged all along their fromt., The battle for STAVELOT by the 117th Regiment
was very savage aﬁd the town was won and lost several times during the day.
At 12304, however, the enemy was driven back scross the river at the edge
-of town and the bridge blown, thus insuring the defense of thé town. The
German troops capturéd in these attacks indlcated that the Germans were
using a benzedrine type drug as a stimulant to counteract the cold and
fatigue, |

Here civilisns were killed by the advancing Germans.

(19) Personal knoﬁledge,‘ﬁ—z, page 76, A-3, pages 352=-354
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The town of STOUMONT west of STAVELOT was the scene éf extremely
Bavage fighting as the 119th Regiment was finally driven from the town
only after sll the tank destroyer weaspons were destroyed.

The Germans lost heavily in tanks and.infantry in gaining the town
end the 119th Regiment held the German advance of thé 1st SS Panzer
Division in the hills, north and northeaét of the town.

The 120th Regiment in the vicinity of MALMEDY had sowe fighting, but
the brunt had been borne by the 117th and 119th Regiments.

The 82d Airborne Division west of the 30th Division patrqlled without
meking any major contect. ,

The lst Division in the sector of the 26th Regiment received small
attacks throughout the day. The 16th Regiment aﬁtackéd south to stralghten
the line between the 26th Regiment and the 120th Regiment, 30th Division.
The 16th Regiment reaeched its objectives with little resistande, but were
counterattscked later in the day several times, but unsubcessgully.

The 26th Regiment and units of the 2d Division on the left were at-
tacked by enemy groups of 40 - 50 men supporied by tanks., These attacks
gained no ground and prisoners taken were identified ms membefs of 24
Paratroop Division.

The 2d and 99th Divisions continwed reorganization and repabilitation
as per Corps order. By nightfali of 19 Vecember, the 2d Division had 38th
Regiment and elements of 23d Regiment in the line with the 9th Regiment
in reserve,

The 99£h Division had the 395th Hegiment {less one batta];ion) and the
3934 Regiment in the line with the 394th Regiment in reserve.'

The Corps left sector was relatively quiet. An enemy sttack forming
in the MONSCHAU area was stopped cold by Corps artillery before 1t made
much headway. |

Prisoners of war taken during the day indicated I S5 Panzer Corps
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was attempting to force a penetrstion down the BUFEN - MONSCHAU road and
over ELSENBOHN - VERVIERES road.

First Army notified Headquarters V Corps that XVIII Airborne Corps
was to become operational and would take over the 82d Airborne Division
and the 119th Regimental Combat Team of the 30th Division at 1500A.

CCA, 34 Armored Division, complgted the relief of the 18th Regimental
Combat Team at 1310A and the 18th Regimental Combat Team moved to join the
1st Division, sweeping the EUPEN - MALMEDY rcad for paratroopers as it went,

Thus ended the fourth day of the counteroffensive for V Corps. The
9th Division had assembled at ELSENBORN at 19304 and wes preparing to tske
over its sector. All units concefned were prepafing to move back to the
stronger defense line during the night of 19 December, as required by the
Corps Letter of Instructions of 1820304 December,

The nofthern sector was relatively stable and had been reinforced with
the arrival of a battalion of the 39th Regiment.

&ir support had been very liwmited due to poor visibility and fog.

Corps, in a letter of Instructions of 1901004, had indicated that the
general line to be held at all costs was MONSCHAU - ELSENBORN - BUTGENBACH

- FAYMONVILLE - WEIMES - MALMEDY.

THE 207H_OF DECEMEER {20)
See Mep 1

The Germans began the 20th with a series of desperate attaéks to widen
the base of the sallent and to gain the routes of sdvance so essential to
their plan.

The 2d Division withdrew ail the 23d Regiment and left the 38th Régi-
ment on the line. Thus its regiments were echeloned to the rear.

The 99th Division had withdrawn the 395th Regiment (less one battalion)

and placed the 394th Regiment in the line,

(20) Personal knowledge, A-2, page 77, A-3, pages 354-355
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The German attecks against. the 2d and 99th Divisions had been savage,
insistent, and continuous. Also the MONSCHAU -~ HOFEN -_KALTERBEREERG ares
had seen heavy fighting.

However, the Germans finslly gave up hope of smeshing through in the
north and decided to move the remainder of the 12th SS Panzer Division
and other elements of I SS Panzer Corps to the south over the route of lst
5SS Panzer Division and try to attempt a thrust through the American lines
to the north somewhere between BUTGENBACH and MALMEDY,

Therefore the 20th dawned with the heaviest fighting to be experienced
with the lst Division. Up to now, the main fighting had been on the eastern
and southeastern fronts, but now the southern froﬁtrwaa to bear the brunt
of the German attack, principslly by the lst Division.

By this time, 1st Division had the 16th and 26th Regimenis in the
line and the 18th in resérve.

The attacks by the Germans began in the early hours of the morning,
but met with no success. At 06304, e strong enemy attack of armor and
infentry wes repulsed by the lst Division and eight Germasn tanks destroyed.
Artillery fire helped knoeck ocut much of the infantry.

Another attack that struck along the boundary between the 16th and
26th Regimental Combat Teams was repulsed by noon after heary-fighting
arid caused severe losses to the enemy.

The 117th Regiment of the 30th Division on the 1a£ Division right also
répulsed several attacks during the morning.

An sttack of tanks and infantry against 393d Regiment of 99th Division
in the ROCHERATH area was defeated. Several attacks were beaten'off, but a
minor penetration wes achieved and it wasn't until ZOAOA thet all enemy
elements had been destroyed or repelled and the position restored. Units

meking this attack were from the 3d Panzer Grenadler Division.




Meantime the 9th Division had assumed conirol of its sector in the
north by 07304 and teken over the defense of the left front aﬁd flénk of
the Corps. This sector was fairly quiet during the day. |

The remsinder of the 30th Division wes detacﬁéd from V Corps aﬁd
attached to XVIII Airborne Gorps at 1300A.

The 18th‘Regiment completed its job of searching for ene@y paratroopers
and went into division reserve in the vicinity north of ROBERTSVILLE with
one battelion moving into the line. |

‘The lines of the 2d ﬁnd 99th Divisions vwere withdrsawn £o previously pre-
pared positlons a8 per Corps order - this line sbout 1000 yards from the
original positions. This gave a much stronger defénse poeition and mine
barriers were very effective.

Corﬁs isgued a Lettef of Instructions at 13004 which gave a summary
of action of the Germens to the date and notified units of recent attach-
ments and detachment of units and their effective time. |

At the end of the day, Corps was in a much better positidq. It
occupied strong defensive positions, large mine and wire barriers had been

constructed, strong and veteran forces held the line, énd adeéuate reserves
were now svailable,

Corps artillery had agein provided exceedlingly wOnderful.supporting
fires, but the air had again been handicapped by the weather.

Already supplies to replace lost items of equipment were floﬁing to
the 99th and 2d Divisions. Special efforts were made to re-equip these
unité. Some unorthodox.

THE 20ST OF DECHMERR (21) |

The enemy used extremely heavy artillery preparstions prior to attack-
ing in the zone of the lat Division. .

The day begen early on the front of the 26th Regiment, 1st Division.

The enemy launched strong attacks in an effort to penetrate to the north.

(21) Personal knowledge, A-2, page 77, 4-3, pages 355-356
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Several attackg of tanks and infantry were made snd some minor penetrations
made, The 26th Regiment fought hard and well, and succeeded in stopping the
Germans end ejecting them from positions they had won. The.lSth Regiment
moved a company of infantry up to support the 26th Regiment, and by nightfall
all was vnder control. In this sector slone, nine German tanks were destrofed
and enemy suifered heavy personnel casualties.

The concentfation for an sttack against positions of the 393d Regiment
in the vicinity of ROCHERATH had been broken up and dispersed by well placed
artillery fires.

On all other parts of the‘Corps front, the situation was relatively
quiet with no major action by the enemy. Continuous pressurelwas exerted
all along the lines by the Germans.

The 4.2 inch mortars and artillery of division and Gorps were of
excellent aid in stopping the attack against the 26th Reglment.

The CCA of the 3d Armoreé Division in the vicinity of EUPEN was re-
lieved at 15004 by the CCR of the 5th Armored Division.

Rehabilitation snd reorganization of all units not in contact con-
tinued. Supplies and equipment continued to flow to the 99th and 2d
Divisions, and at this date, the 2d was in good shape as far as eﬁuipment
was concerned and the 99th Division's major shortages were radios and wire
equipment.

Again on the 21st gir activity had been limited, due to fog, mist, and
‘poor visibility.

THE OF DECEM (22)
(See May J

The 224 of December marked the last great drive by the Germans {o
bresk the northern anchor of the Bulge. Thdy made one desperate, final
effort to break through the defenaes of V Corps.

The attacks were made in two prongsa; one striking hard and heavily at
the positions near MONSCHAU and HOFEN; and the others-in the BUTGENBACH

area controlled by the 1lst Division.

(22) Personsl knowledge, A-2, page 78, A-3, pages 356-358

40




The 99th Division pulled the 395th Regiment end elements of 393d
Regiment out ﬁf the line, and the 394th Regiment and mejor elements of
393d Regiment held the division front.

The 24 Division had the 38th Regiment on the line and the other two
regiments echeloned to the rear.

The 1st Division had the 1¢th Regiment, 26th Regiment, and part of
the 18th Regiment up to the front. |

The enemy, aided by fog, succeeded in estasblishing a penetration
approximately 800 yards wide and 200 yards deep in the area of the 26th
Regiment., One battalion of the 18th Regiment, plus eiements of the 26th
Regiment, counterattacked to restore the position. Close-in, savage
fighting took place, and it wesn't until an &1l day aend night'fight that
the 1lst Division succeeded in ejecting the enemy on the morning of the
234 of December. However, this assault had been extremely coﬂtly tc the
Germans in perasonnel and equipment.

The lst Division wes now receiving the heaviest of all attacks on
the Corps front. The success of the lst in defeating these attacks was
aided materially by artillery.

Late in the day, beginning at 13004, the enemy attacked in strength
after heavy preliminary artillery preparations, and by nightfall hsd suc-
ceeded 1n captufing some high ground from the 9th Division. A penetration
of approximately 500 yards wes made, but this was successfully contained
end the lines restored.

Poor visib{}ity agein stopped the Air Force from rendering much air
support.

JHE 23D OF‘DECEHEER (23)
The repulse of the German counterattacks of the previausrday, the
. recovery ﬁy the 9th Division of the high ground lost on the previous day,

plus some additional ground was the summary of the day's activity.

(23) Personal knowledge, A-2, page 358
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It soon developed that the enemy had quit. No further attempts were
made by the enemy to penetrate the northern shoulders.

Patrols found that the Germans were esteblishing defense positions
1000 - 1500 yards in front of our lines.

The 60th Regimental Combat Team of the 9th Division closed in the
9th Division area st 20004.

The 5th Armored Division was asssembled in the Corps area as Corps

reserve, but to be employed only on Army permission.

e

The Corps units continued to rest, rehabilitate, reorganize, and

#
prepare for the next effort.

SUMMARY

The Germen attempt to reech ANTWERP through the positioné of V Corps
had been completely stopped. The units of the V Corps, its divigions,
artillery, engineers, service units had rendered superior service.

Corps artillery with its excellent msssed fires had defeated and
stopped many heavy German attacks before they could get étarted.

The valiant resistance of small islands of men, separated from their
units, had ensbled the major portions of wmits to set up a defense line.

In spite bf a few blunders, the overall amctiorn had been ﬁagnificent. .
(24) |

"The 24 Division", to quote General Eisenhower's 'Crussde in Europe',
"met the issue with grest Qkili and determinstion, and during‘the-ensuing
three days fought one of the brillient divisional actions of the war in
Europe. The attack caught thé division while it was advancing towards
the Roer Dams. Genersl Hodges, First Army Commander, at first did-not
sense the extent of the threat and directed the american attacks to con-
tinve. But Generel Robertson, on -the post, scon sized up the situation

end acted decisively." (25)

{24) Personal knowledge
(25) A-6, page 379




The loss of the V'Corps positions would have allowed the Sixth S8
Panzer Army to exploit its armor in its dash to the coast at ANIWERP.

As it was, the V Corps bottled up his srmor, Dietrich himself aided
in congesting it end thanks to V Corps, he was not able to capture the
First Army's huge supplies of ges and retions., He came very near but
did not succeed. (26) ;

From the viewpoint of casualtles, it is easily noted from the follow-
ing tables that the 2d and 99th Divisions bore the brunt'(period 16
Decerber 1944 to 14 January 1945):

~ 1st Division - 850

24 Division -2137

gth-Division - 134

9th Division - 499

30th Division - 414

78th Division - 693

99th Division -2536 -

Corps troops - 538 (27)

It is interesting to note that recapitulation of losses first reported
by the 99th Division were in slmost every instance highly exagggrated, both -
in personnel and equipment. |

It is also very interssting to note that the 2d Division and the lst
Division were unofficially discovered to be operating jeeps and 24-ton
trucks that had poorly erased 99th Division markings on them.

' Naturally this equipment was never seen agajn by the 99th. Also the

1st Division managed to acquire some 2k-ton trucks of the 2d D;vision that
hed been sbandoned efter German tanks cut the road and were recaptured by

the 1st. |

The smaller units of the 99th Diviéion fought hard and well, but

certain deficiencies appeared in the higher command. It wes necessary .

(26) Personsl knowledge
(27) 4-3, pege 363
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to replace several commenders and key staff officers, 1ncluding the
Division G—j. Loss of communications and inability to maintain contact
contributed to failure of the division. (28)

One company of infantry of the 99th Division was stopped by the Corps
streggler line in the vicinity of BUFEN - purportedly seeking new defense
line.

One battery of field artillery was discovered north of VERDUN. This
battery had reported as overrun. (29)

The antipersonnel and anﬁitank mines were used in tremendous quantitiea
for the first time during the war. 4s a result ammunition stocks were
totally insufficient and ell mines became controlled items. A rather
serious note to be rememberéd ~ that one must always be ready to go over
to ths defense. N

The introduction of the Pozit fuze was extremely.successfull. The
Corps artillery with sixteen battslions of artillery stopped manyrmajor
German sttacks with its serenades. The position at MONSCHAD was saved by
the extremely heroic stend of the small cavalry group, tank desiroyer,
and Corps artillery.

Re-supply of lost or destroyed equipment was slmost complete by the
| 29th of December. (30) |

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISH
1. S OF
The Corps plen of attack for the ROER DAMS was excellently planned
and conceived.
It made use of a minimum number of troops in the line to utilize the
meximum number in the attack. The 2d Division and 78th Division were
assembled in the rear of the front while the 99th Division held a assctor

approximately 15 - 16 miles wide, and cavalry units held another large

(28) Personsl knowledge
(29) Personal knowledge; reported by Captein Robert Brady, Commanding .
: Officer, 803d MP Company, Major Shammon, Asgistant Corps G-3, and
Lieutenant Schmidt, Assistant Corps G-1
(30) Personal knowledge
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sector of the front. This allowed the conceﬁiration of forces in the rear.

The-use of the assembly areas in rear of the front deceived the enemy
as to our true intentioﬁs. It had been the habit n;f the Corps to re-
habilitate troops in this area and thus caused no undue slarm. It slso
concesled and deceived the eneny as to the directlion and strength df the
attack.

The attack of two divisions in mass from behind a screen of friendly
units and on narrow fronts achieved surprise and mass of fireﬁower and
strength,

This offensive combined a high degree of coopseration and maneuver
between units involved and yet the essentisl plan for each unit was guite
simple and so stated. ' _

The objectives were clearly defined and the mission of s#ch unit
was well known. |

The artillery, engineers, chemicel mortar battalion, tank destroyer,
and tank units were all employed in support of the offensive.

The German reaction clearly indicated that the attack caught theﬁ
by surprise and the two-pronged attack decelved them as to which effort.
constituted the Corps mein threst. Thus the Germans were not able to con- |
centrate against any one prong of attack, but had to meet eacﬁ a8 best aa
possible.

Therefore the 1éth of December found the 24 Division through the
Germen defenses and well on the way to exploit their penetration. The
use of armored combat command would have been quickly used to fully
exploit the infantfy penetration.

This plan was defeated by the Germen counteroffensive.

However, the Corps plan of attack was excellently conceivéd and

developed and met with considereble success.
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2, JINTELLIGENCE

It is very clearly shown that all the various agencies of the V Corpg
intelligence plan were collecting informastion from the lst of December
right up to the dete of the attack, which gave clear indications of the
Germen plans.

Confirmetion of indications obtained from Corps sources was cbtained
from TAC Air Reconnaissance and from informetion received from VIII Corps
on the right.

Although this information was properly disseminated and information
was furnished higher headquarters as ito the Corps concern over the
situation, all incoming information to Corps from Army and higher sources
nullified this information and failed to correctly evaluate and interpret it.

This was not & failure of operations based on the so-called "caleulsted

~risk" but a failure of intelligence to correctly interpret and evaluate the ﬁi)

.
informetion thst was on hand and confirmed. L

Perhaps too great & sense of security, a feeling of contempt or superior-
ity, induced by the continued sueccesses of US arms had led US intelligence
officers to badly underestimste fhe Germans' militsry ability;

Whatever the reason, it is quite clear that the Germans achieved com-
plete surprise in the Battle of the Bulge - even though all necessery
information was availsble and confirmed by various sources. VIn other words,
the intelligence system failed completely in this situation.

The signs were there, the reports were there, priscners of war talked
freely and boastfully of the coming offensive, even indicating approximate
dates, air reconnaissance, espionage agents, line crosgers, enemy activities,
all confirmed the indications of a major action, yet, incredibly, none of
these indications were correctly interpreted, evaluated, or estimated.

Corps was concerned and so reported. Prior to the last few days, it was
very concerned and so reported to Army Headquarters. However, the weight of
intelligence flowing from rear-to front indicated the opposite of information

coming from divisions and corps, so nothing was done.
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This was a bad failure of intelligence. Collection anﬁ direction of
enemy information were excellent, but the failure - and failure it was -
camé in the processing and wse of this intelligence.

3. SURPLY AND EVACUATION

Although artlllery ammunition was being rationed and winter equipment
was in short supplies, the supply situstion at the time of the Bulge was
the best it had been in months.

The deﬁots of Advance Section, Communication Zone, had been moved well
forward; the First Army depots were well filled and well stocked; and the
Army supply points in the V Corps area carried adequate supplies.

These supplies proved not only sufficient to meet the requirements of
the US attack, but alsc for the tremendously great needs of stopping the
German offensive. |

One of the great factors that helped the Corps to hold ité ground was
the fact that supplies never failed to come forward in adequate amountis.

Through special efforts of the Corps supply staff and in conjuncticn
with First Army, re-supplies and equipment were pouring in to the hard hit
99th and 2d Divisions almost as soon as the reports of losses were received.

The Corps G-4, acting through the Corps (uartermester, sent an officer
back to the advance Section to seé what they could do in furniahing eszential
cquartermsster supplies, i. e., ranges, blankets, overshoes, o%ercoats,
shelter halves, sweaters, ete. Although not according té Hoyle, the depot
of Advance Section furnished everything needed and even provided all the
transportation so that Corps suppliéd divisions with all shortages. This
bypassed Army and it was almost a month later before_First Army could
furnish items needed. It was necessary to tell Army that these items were
already supplied. However, thié unorthodox method had made the 99th and 2d
combat effective very much sooner then if Corps had waited fof normal re-
supply.

A1l in all by the 29th of December, the 2d and 99th had received re-

placement for almost all the major losses and the 2d wes in excellent shape
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with the 99th Division still lacking radio and wire equipment. However,
this too was soon supplied.

Corps service units were cannibalized of all itéms not esgential to
them that were needed by the combat units. BEverything possible was dons
to keep the combat units supplied. | |

Preliminary precautions of stockpiling and close watch over supplies
had paid off for the V Corps. The well trained and excellent pérvice
rendered by the service troops was an unsung story of the Bulge. They
not only served as service umits, but fought as well when necessary. Engi-
neers particularly rendered extraordinarily able service. |

The Corps medical battalion packed up and moved out of its location
right under the guns of tanks of the 1lst S5 Panzer Division and safely made
its way, with all wounded, tb BUTGENBACH from an area just north of ST VITH.

The medical service and evacuation system stood up well uﬁder this
sudden and severe strain. The town of BUPEN became the focus for most of
the evacuation hospitals and other medical installations in the Corps area.

Traffic was controlled by rédio traffic postsrusing Slide# messages.
This speeded up highway transportation and prevented any serious traffic
jams or confusion during the movement of so many units in the Corps sector.
4. COMMUNICATIONS

Communications never failed, although hard pressed at times, The initial
attack by the Germsns with its heavy artillery barrages destroyed many wire
lines, The German paratroopers cut many wire lines and thus the sigmal
units had a tough job. Sometimes the only contact between Corps and the
2d and 99th Divisions was radio and radio link telephone.

| The utilization of both wire and radio and alternste and parallel cir-

cuits aided materially in keeping vital communications intact and kept a
congstent stream of reports flowing back to Corps Headquarters.

This>énabled Corps to meke effective use of current information end

maintain effective tectical control of lts units.
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5. TILLERY
| Initially the attack agasinat the RCOER DAMS whs made without pfeparatory
fires. waever, artillery rendered excellent support theresefter.

It wasn't until thé German counteroffensive begen that the Corps artil-
lery came into itz own.

Corps artillery had developed its plan so that they could mass tha_fires
of over 16 battalions of artillery, plus several other batteries on targets
within range. | |

The Corps Commander had been particuldrly interested in artillery con-
centrations in the MONSCHAU - HOFEN area since the Corps had only a smell
acreening force holding this area.

When the big German attack came against this position with the units’
of the 12th SS Panzer Division reinforced attacking, the Corps artillery
turned all fires on this ettack and so damaged and destroyed tanks and
personnel that no serious attack ever hit the 38th Cavalry Reconnaisasarce
Squadron in strength, |

Again and again Corps srtillery and division artillery, by massing
fires, stopped or dispersed German tanks and infantry sttacking US forces.
Many times enemy concentrations were disrupted before they even went into
the assault.

The primary thought here is thet artillery with massed fires can stop
enemy armored attacks. Especially did this become true when the Pozit fuze
was employed for the first time. These shells increased the personnel
casualty producing effect of the shells almost fen times.

6. GERMAN PARATROCPERS
| Although the German paratroopers never employed over 800 - 1200 men,
and though this force was badly scattered and without proper orders, they
were a definite menace. Hindsight reveals the German commender never
succeeded in gathering more than 300 of his men and even these had lost
most of their equipment.
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However, the mere threat of.these landings tied up forces over and
above the strength of a Regimental Combat Team wup to the 25th of December.

The existence of these enemy forces, even without knowledge of their num-
bers and without contact with them, made it necessary to hold forces avail-
able to counteract them that were desperately needed on the front. |

The paratroopers never attacked in strength dr'atteﬁpted eny mission,
but they succeeded admirsbly in.diverting large numbers of men from ﬁhe
front lines. They caused & great deal of confusion among the US troops.

7. THE DIVISION 02D CAVALRY GRO

The action of thege units is vefy notable.

The 38th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron in the vicinity of MONSCHAU
was one of the unsung heroes of the war. This unit, with the very able
assistance of Corps artillery. stépped the northern advance of the German
I SS Panzer Corps cold. The German units sttacking this unit never moved
it, although they were much superlior in equlpment and numbers.

Several times did the enemy beat against this unit and each time it
was repulaed.

It was actions like this that brought about the downfall éf the Germans.

The 2d Division performed one of the notable feats of the war whgn it '
disengaged from the attack on the ROER DANS to move.to the west and south
to take up new positiona and contain the German countercffensive.

It not only tock over the defense of this sector from ths-99th Infantry
Division but also took over command of the 99th Division., Thus the division
revealed the tremendous capasbilities of its commend and staff leadership.

. This division wes hit very hard and suffered much, but ai no time did
it stop meking the enemy pay dearly for every inch he gained.

_The tactical job this division did has never been adequately recognized.
It ceassed an attack while in contasct with two regiments abreast,'made a
daylight anﬂ.night disengagement with the enemy, moved to the west and

south and tock up new positions of defense even while its units were engaged
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in a new fire fight., The Divisioﬁ.Cavalry Sﬁuadron held the relinguished
front égainat hesvy odds.

This division clearly rated the accolade paid it by General Eisenhower
when he seid it fought one of the most brilliant divisional actions of the
var. It must also be considered that this was all done in the face of not
second quality Germsn units but Hitler's elite fighting force, the Siith
55 Panzer Army under Dietrich the Butcher.

8. FAILURE TO MAINTAIN CONTACT

One of the prime requisites of warfare is to maintain contect either
with friend or foé. It is alwaeys essentisl to report immedistely laterally,
and up snd down loss of contact or gaining of contact. |

This primary tenet of the military soldier's bible was neglected.

The 99th Division hed the mission of maintaining physical contact with
the VIII Corps on the division's right. This was in turn delegated to the
394th Regiment.

However, when the attack by the Germans came on the 16th of December,
Corps Headquarters was unaware of the fact that the 394th Regiment lost
contact early in the morning of that day. In fact, it was unaware that
anything serious was developing om the right due to no reports on the
matter. ‘

That a small penetrstion had been made betweeﬁ the 393d ngiment and
394th Regiment was known, but the vital fact of 1053 of contact on the
right was never reported, VIII Corps was also unaware of this loss of
contact et the border of the units.

Therefore the Germans were in the rear of elements of the 99th Division
before either the Division or Corps Headquartafs ever knew that the flank
had been turned. This wes a serious error and only through the herole
actions of the Corps 254th Engineer (C) Battalion was the enemy contained

by Corps long encugh to move up reinforcements.
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Otherwise the Germsn tank thrust would have had clear sailing to
BUTGENBACH and the ELSENBORN plateau.
9. NECESS OF ALL GROUES CONTINUE THE DEFENSE

The action of individual and isolated groups of US troops in continuing
to fight until overwhelmed or until they were able to fight their way‘back
to the US lines materislly aided in establishing of new defensive positicms.

The toll of Germans and the delay exerted was enough to ehablg the
defenders to establish a new line of defense that stopped the Germans.

Again and again isolated groués of U3 forces held out sgainst the
Germans and held up their advence and by so deing brought deafly needed
time for the hard preeged defenders. |

 LESSONS
S Tﬁe unit attack ﬁlan must be conceived and built upon age old

concepts of the military, i. e., surprise, deception; aggressiveness,
masg, movement, simpliciﬁy of executibn, economy of force, and cooperation.

2. The production of intelligence ié useless unless all phases of
EE?%#ﬂP?%E{S?H?e_PTOduction cycle are effectively carried out. In this
case, the collection and direction of enemy intelligence information were
excellent, but a coﬁplete fajlure came in the interpretation and evaluation.

a 3a- Weli planned evacuation and logistical support with well trained

v
service troops insure qucess'in combat under any conditions.
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4. Good communicetions are the keystone of “success in modern battle.

R P

Every effort must be made to utilize all channels of communications

—ty . .

available.

5. The fires of massed artillery are capablé.of'atgpping enemy armor
and infantry in the attack. Massed fires are also capable of stopping an
atteck before 1t can ewven get sterted. .

6.hnzgg§§ggqpers can cause the employment and usage of large bodies

of troops by the mere threaet of their existence. This diverts troops
’ . N ’Jf
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that would otherwise be available for combat duty at the fronmt.

7. A well trained unit, with excellent esprit de corps, thati has

excellent commanders snd siaff can sccomplish much against grqg} odds.

8. EEE&Q?..EQF?@F‘@ must be reported immediﬁtﬂlx t;e,._#i_shﬁt:,ﬂgeggummrﬁ.
Failure to do so can be very disastrous.

9. All units, whatever theif size, must continue to resist and'strive

to reach their lines. Time is often worth its weight in gold to a hard

pressed defender.




